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Notes for Book Reviewers
Reviewers should use the following template: 

http://www.ics.heacademy.ac.uk/publications/book_reviews/bookreviews.doc
All reviewers may keep the book(s) they review.  Reviewers may review more than one book at a time.  Reviews should be approx. 500 words and returned within approx. 6 weeks.


The main purpose of the book review is to inform the reader of the merits of the book, by the end of the review the reader should know whether the book is worth reading or not.  The review should discuss the content, analyze the content, format, argument and context and express the reviewers’ reaction to the book.

Preparation

As you read the book you may wish to make notes on the following:

Author(s)


Background, academic achievements


Style of writing


Viewpoint taken, sources used


Purpose in writing the book

Format of the book


Contents; index


Introduction; chapters/sections

Content of the book


What are the main points of the book


Is the book unique, does it add new information

Who would find the book useful

Writing the Review  

A possible structure for the review might be:

Introduction


Include here a general description of the book, including author notes


A brief summary of the purpose of the text, noting its general theme, who it is intended for

Your initial reactions to the book – is it a useful addition to the literature in this area? Is it appropriate for the intended audience?

Analysis

Think about the writer’s style – is the book easy to read, too technical, does the text persuade you?

How well is the book organised, is the theme or argument well developed?

What evidence is presented to support the argument, is it complete and does it convince you?

Evaluation

Summary of the book’s strengths and weaknesses, has the author been successful in his/her purpose in writing the book?

How useful will the book be to the intended audience?

Particular reasons why you liked/disliked the book

Has anything been left out, is there any part of the argument that is not convincing? 

These are only very brief guidelines and ideas for those new to reviewing. You may also wish to look at the following urls:

On writing book reviews – http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/history/lavender/review.html
How to write a books review – http://library.queensu.ca/inforef/bookreview/write_review.htm 

Writing book reviews – http://post.queensu.ca/~rsa/Book_Reviews.htm
Guide to writing book reviews – http://www.usd.edu/~khackeme/guides/reviewgd.html
Submitting the review

To submit your review, please email it to:   heacademy-ics@ulster.ac.uk 
Please note: Book reviews are provided for guidance only. The views expressed in the reviews are the personal opinions of the reviewer alone. They do not represent the views or opinions of the Higher Education Academy Subject Centre for Information and Computer Sciences, its staff or agents.

Higher Education Academy – Information & Computer Sciences

